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and thwarted him on many occasions) began in this year
1560 her long career of power in France, and Cosimo, fore-
seeing that she would soon be involved in difficulties with
both Spain and England, if not also with Germany, when she
would be unable to offer any active opposition to his design,
preferred to wait until this should be the case. In the mean-
time he succeeded so well in the preliminary step of estab-
lishing a paramount influence at Rome that three successive
Popes were practically governed by them.

Meanwhile, Cosimo adopted measuies to establish still
more firmly the position of his family, already much strength-
ened by the marriages of his daughters, one of whom was
now Duchess of Ferrara, and the other Princess of Biacciano,
the wife of the most powerful prince in Rome. In 1560,
through his influence with Pius IV, Cosimo succeeded in
getting his second son5S Giovanni, now seventeen, made a
cardinal: thus imitating the course which Lorenzo the Mag-
nificent had so successfully taken with that other Giovanni
who had become Pope Leo X. Cosimo hoped that Giovanni,
who was his favourite son, would achieve similar success, while
his joining the ranks of the cardinals would help to strengthen
that influence at Rome which Cosimo had special reasons for
desiring. He also in 1561 instituted the Tuscan Order of
Knighthood, the Order of Santo Stefano, which afterwards
became very famous in Tuscany, and highly sought after. It
was a naval Order, and its primary objects were laid c!own
as being (i) to rid the Mediterranean of pirates; (ii) to
liberate the Christians held captive by the pirates and the
Turks, and (iii) to propagate the Christian faith. The Duke
himself was the Grand Master, and, by the Order being con-
fined to the nobility and made the chief Order of Tuscany,
the knights became a sort of permanent body-guard for the
protection of the Duke and his dynasty. Being a naval Order
the knights of Santo Stefano had their conventual palace and
church at Pisa, and the church is hung with Moorish banners
taken by them from the Turks and the Barbary pirates, and